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authority of conscience. This truth is the bedrock on which Butler's 
whole system rests, and crops up in Sermons, Dissertation on Virtue, 
and Analogy alike. Against this ultimate belief the skepticism of the 
times beats in vain, and will ever do so. 

Again, the author points out suggestively how, while Butler's con- 
temporaries approach God from the side of the logical intellect, he 
himself advanced to the belief from the side of conscience — a point 
in which modern theology, especially the Ritschlian type, is continu- 
ous with Butler. But a third characteristic of Butler's writings must 
not be omitted — the conspicuous fairness and impartiality with which 
he states his case. This is Butler's great moral merit. Butler deserves 
honorable distinction among all theologians for his readiness to 
face unwelcome and unpalatable truths, if only they are supported by 
sufficient evidence. Closely connected with this was his clear appre- 
hension of the great extent of human ignorance. All this, and much 
more, Mr. Spooner sets forth with admirable insight and poise, and 
the book is to be heartily recommended as an introduction to the great 
Analogy. 

One feels like adding that such a mind as Butler's has a peculiar 

value and a special message for times of transition like our own, when 

discovery is active and speculation almost unlimited. For what men 

at such times need more than anything else is " in patience to possess 

their souls," and this is just the frame of mind which the bishop's 

works inculcate and encourage. 

George B. Foster. 
The University of Chicago. 

England and the Holy See : An Essay Towards Reunion. 
By Spencer Jones, M.A. New York : Longmans, Green & 
Co. Pp. 440. $2.25. 

This is a curious book. The author is a clergyman of the Angli- 
can communion, though it is hard to divest oneself of the feeling that 
he must be a Roman priest. The whole atmosphere of the book is 
decidedly papal. The design of the volume is the promotion of the 
reunion of Western Christendom, especially the reunion of the Angli- 
can and Roman branches. The way to do it, according to the author, 
is as simple as falling off a log. Some center of union is necessary. 
Rome, being the largest and oldest religious body, seems the proper 
center. Now, it is evident from long experience that Rome will not 
change. The Protestant bodies often do change. The thing, then, 
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to do is for the changing bodies to flock to the unchanging — for us 
all to seek union with Rome. If the mountain will not come to 
Mahomet, why Mahomet must go to the mountain ! It is probable 
that many people will say such talk is neither sane nor serious, but 
the author does not think so. He really seems to think that there 
could be such a method of reunion. The arguments he uses are 
ingenious, but they are often flimsy and superficial, and he goes over 
a great deal of old straw which has been threshed a hundred times. 
But all this does not prevent his saying many good and pointed things, 
and while his style is jagged he is often interesting. He makes a good 
point in exposing the absurd notions so many Protestants have about 
Roman Catholics, thinking, for example, that their religion consists 
in crossings, etc., and prayers to the Virgin. He shows that the 
Roman church nurtured some of the loftiest types of personal religion 
and sacrifice of self for Christ's sake that the world has ever known. 
He punctures the bladder that Romanists do not read the Bible or 
preach the Bible. He shows, what is known to every scholar, that the 
sermons of the priests and friars in the Middle Ages were crammed full 
of scripture, and that before Luther was born many editions of the 
German Bible were in free circulation. He also shows how absurd 
much of the Protestant talk about Jesuits really is. When, however, 
you meet such statements as the one on p. no, that Peter was the 
visible head of the council of Jerusalem, or the one on p. 315, that the 
immaculate conception of the Virgin has ever formed part of the 
original revelation committed to the apostles, you close the book in 
despair. 

Clinton Locke. 
Chicago, III. 

A History of the Plymouth Brethren. By William Blair 
Neatby, M.A. London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1901. Pp. 
xii + 348. 6 s. 

The author is the well-educated son of a somewhat eminent mem- 
ber of the Plymouth Brotherhood, and, having for many years been 
intimately associated with Brethrenism in its various phases, is in a 
position to enter sympathetically into the higher and nobler features 
of the movement and at the same time to appreciate to the full the 
weaknesses and pettinesses of the system. He has the advantage of 
being the first to attempt a connected history of this remarkable move- 
ment and of having had access to all sources of information, printed, 



